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Short Activity Outline

This outline describes what will be covered in this activity.  

	Activity Title
	Introduction to the Night Sky

	Activity ID
	C3730769
	Tutor
	Terry Pullen

	Start date
	12-11-2011
	Day(s)/time(s)  
	Saturday at 10:30am

	No. of sessions  
	1
	Hours per session   
	5hr
	Fees
	

	Venue:  Trinity Methodist Church Hall Woking, Brewery Road, Woking GU21 4LH
Tel: 01483 730 754

	WEA Branch/Partner contact details
	Woking Branch 

Contact Mrs Mildred Rafatjoo Tel: 01483 766175 

	Publicity Description    

	This course aims to help, those interested in observing the night sky, become aware of what can be seen from the average back garden with the naked eye and or binoculars and to understand the nature of the observed object.


	Programme/Main Topics Covered

	Key astronomical concepts simply described such as The Celestial Sphere and Co-ordinate systems used to find your way in the sky;

The ‘clockwork’ sky and why it changes with the seasons;
A quick guide to the Solar System – our locals neighbourhood in space;

Finding celestial objects to observe including the Sun, Moon, Planets, Stars and Galaxies;

Using naked eyes, binoculars and/or telescopes with which to observe;

Resources to help you further your astronomy interest.


	Learning Outcomes

	After attending this activity, you should be able to:

1.  Describe why what is visible in the night sky changes over the year;
2.  Describe the difference between a planet and a star;
3.  Explain the key factor about the Earth that gives rise to the seasons.


	Suggested Further Study 

	The tutor will cover areas for further study during the course.


	Brief tutor profile  

	Your tutor has presented courses for the WEA and other adult education providers for six years and has had a personal interest in Astronomy in excess of 15 years. A member of Horsham Astronomical Group for over 5 years your tutor has attended public outreach programmes for Horsham and Guildford AS visiting schools and other venues. Your tutor has completed various Astronomy modules with Central Lancashire University including History of Astronomy and Astronomy and IT. Astrophotography is your tutor’s real passion and he takes photos of galaxies, planets, the Moon and nebula from his garden in Horsham using his permanently mounted computer controlled telescope[s] processing the images using dedicated software including Photoshop.



If you would like more information about other WEA activities and courses 

please contact WEA London and Southern Regions’ Support Centre.

You can now enrol and pay online. Go to: www.wea.org.uk
The WEA is committed to equality of opportunity and inclusive learning

Additional Pre-enrolment Information

16-18 learners

The WEA receives public funding for the majority of its courses which supplements the fees paid by students and sponsors.  For most of our courses, this funding is only available for people who are 19 or over – if they were born before 31 August 1991.  If you are younger than this, please contact your WEA Regional Office (see page 1) for advice.

Equality and Diversity

The WEA is committed to Equality and Diversity in every part of the organisation.  For more information on our Single Equality Scheme, visit the WEA Single Equality Scheme or contact your Regional Office.

Learner Safety

The WEA is committed to providing a welcoming environment where everyone is respected and valued, and can feel safe and secure.  If you feel that you or other learners are unsafe for any reason at all, including discrimination, abuse, harassment or bullying, speak to a member of staff.  If you do not feel you can talk to a tutor, you can ring your Regional Office and ask to speak to a member of the safeguarding staff, or contact David Webber, WEA Director of Finance and Resources, on 020 7426 3450.

Disability and learning support

Learners with physical or learning impairments or difficulties, health or medical issues are entitled to learning support.  Please ask your tutor or contact Regional Office if you will need help and support.

Skills for Life support

All learners are entitled to support for literacy and numeracy free of charge.  Please ask your tutor or contact your Regional Office if you will need this support.

Financial support

People on income-related benefits and their dependants will usually be entitled to fee remission – that is, their fees may be waived or reduced.

Learning Agreement and Learner Code of Conduct

When you enrol with the WEA you will enter into a Learning Agreement with us.  This is printed on the back of your Enrolment Form.  It sets out the WEA’s responsibilities and your own responsibilities for creating a positive learning environment (such as regular class attendance).  

There is also a Learner Code of Conduct.  You can download both the Learning Agreement and the Learner Code of Conduct from our website at Learning Agreements and Codes.  Alternatively, ask a member of the WEA staff or contact your Regional Office.
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                         WEA London and Southern Regions' Support Centre

57 Riverside 2, Sir Thomas Longley Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 4DP
Tel:  01634 298600     Fax:   01634 298601     email:   london&southernrsc@wea.org.uk
The Workers' Educational Association is a charity registered in England and Wales (number 1112775) and in
 Scotland (number SC039239) and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (number 2806910)
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