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Course Outline
This course outline describes what will be covered in your course. 
It also sets out what you should expect to learn. There will be an opportunity for course members to discuss the course content with the tutor.
	Course Title
	Digital Image Editing Using Photoshop Elements - Advanced

	Course ID
	C3731391
	Tutor
	Terry Pullen www.tmpullen.org.uk/wea

	Start date
	28-09-2011
	Day(s)/time(s)  
	Weds at 10am

	No. of sessions  
	10
	Hours per session   
	2hrs
	Fees
	£79

	Venue:  Pastoral Room, St Nicolas Church, Church Road (Great Bookham)
 Pedestrian access via St Nicolas Churchyard or via alley way off of Church Road.

	Branch/Partner 
	Fetcham and Bookham WEA

	Branch/Partner contact details
	Mrs Joy Tapping Tel 01306 713355 
email wea@fetchamandbookham.org.uk
Website address www.weafetchamandbookham.org.uk/

	Publicity Description    

	This ten week advanced level course is for those already familiar with Adobe’s Photoshop ‘Elements’ software and who wish to improve and/or combine images in interesting and creative ways. You will need your own laptop computer, competent computer skills and version 6, through 8 of the PSE software. 


	Course Aims 

	This course would suit the keen amateur digital photographer looking to improve and manipulate their images in varied and creative ways. The aim of this course is to help those, with a keen interest in and enthusiasm for digital image editing, to fully utilise PSE’s more powerful, advanced features using these to both make non destructive corrective technical adjustments but also to explore the creative compositional and graphic design possibilities offered by this market leading software. 


	Main Topics Covered

	The following topics will be covered:-
· Recapping the PSE Full Editor Interface;

· Creating and refining ‘Selections’ using the various selection tools and techniques;

· Manipulation of images using the Transformation command[s];

· Techniques for combining separate images/selections into a multi-image ‘document’;

· Understanding the concept of Layers and becoming familiar with the ‘Layers Palette’ its purpose, features and controls including Layer Types, Masks, Blend Modes, Clipping Paths;

· Using non destructive editing techniques such as ‘Adjustment Layers’ and ‘Layer Masks’;

· Use of the PSE’s ‘built-in’ RAW convertor to ‘develop’ your RAW image files;

· Using Patterns and Textures including design, creation and saving your own;

· Use the Pattern Stamp tool with your own pattern creations;

· Explore and use the collection of techniques within the Photomerge catergory;

· Explore and use filters including the Liquify, Texturiser, Render and Warp types;
· Adding text and text effects beyond simple captions, use text layers in creative ways including ‘Clipping Masks’, Simplified text;

· Preparing images for display in Slide Shows, Online Galleries and printing;

· Introduction to ‘Colour Management’ and how to improve printed output; 

· Member requested topic/techniques where time permits.


	Pre-course preparation, reading, internet research etc.

	If you have already attended one of the tutor’s previous PSE courses then re-reading of some of the generic notes and keyboard shortcut lists would be useful, as would the recreation of one or two of the previously supplied set projects.


	TITLE
	AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER

	The tutor will discuss publications and other resources during the course.

	
	

	Essential costs/materials

	Other than your own laptop and copy of the PSE software there are no other essential costs. Although not essential some course members do invest in a graphics tablet to use as an adjunct to the mouse for better, more accurate control with editing operations based on the use of brush/pencil type tools.


	Entry Requirements/Level  

	You will need your own laptop computer with a copy of PSE v 7-9 installed, also a mouse and/or graphics tablet, although the latter is not essential.  There will be a small number of laptops for loan on a first come basis. Ideally you should have completed one of the WEA’s previous intermediate or other similar editing courses and therefore already be familiar with the application’s interface especially the Tools Palette, Filter Menu and the basic use of the Layers Panel. You should have acquired a small but useful memorised set of keyboard shortcuts, as these will be used by the tutor extensively. If in doubt please discuss this in advance with the tutor or during session one of the course. You can email the tutor here at wea_tutor@tmpullen.org.uk in advance of the course start date.
  

	Qualification gained
	N/A

	Awarding Body
	N/A

	Teaching and learning methods used

	The following teaching/learning methods will be used:-
· Demonstration of the software using a digital projector and PSE v9 software;

· ‘Worked’ editing examples with course member’s replicating in and out of session;

· Group discussion on various topics and techniques;
· Q&A session to establish an initial editing approach / workflow for a given exercise;

· ‘On screen’ Illustration of problematic images and likely editing techniques to use;

· Tutor email support during sessions to assist with any ‘project’ queries etc;

· Tutor supplied Session Notes for some session topics / projects etc;

· Supply and demonstration of 3rd part software plug-ins to provide near Photoshop capabilities from PSE including examples of their application and use;

· Supply of royalty and copyright free images for use with worked examples;

· Course members will be encouraged to experiment and adapt techniques for use with their own images – tutor and fellow course member comments supplied if requested;


	Learning Outcomes

	By the end of the course learners will be able to:

1.  Demonstrate the use of the Photomerge Panorama routine to combine a minimum of 5 learner supplied images into a single vertical or horizontal panoramic image;
2.  Using an ‘Out of Bounds’ technique of choice produce an image of this type using a learner supplied own image;

3.  Explain the difference between a ‘Reveal All’ and ‘Conceal All’ layer mask and what factors influence their use;
4.  Demonstrate the creation and use of a Layer Mask to perfectly isolate an image, in which fine or fly-away hair features, before displaying on an alternative background;
5.  Create an image of high dynamic range by combining multiple copies, derived from a single RAW image, with each developed to optimise a specific region and tonal range.
The above Learning Outcomes will be discussed during session 1 and any agreed changes made at that time.

	How do you know you are learning? 

	Learner’s will know if they are progressing from a combination of factors including:-
· Informal feedback from the tutor and other course members;
· The visual results of their own replication of in-session techniques;
· During Q&A and group discussion on the various editing techniques;

· From the results of specific tutor set editing projects for completion in between sessions.


	Suggested Further Study and Progression Routes

	During the course your tutor will discuss suggestions for further study and progress in the topic of digital editing.


	Brief tutor profile  

	Your tutor is a retired electrical engineer with long standing interests in photography and computing. An early adopter of digital cameras your tutor has been using Photoshop and more recently, its cut-down version Photoshop Elements, for several years and has been running WEA courses in digital photography and image manipulation for the past five years. The tutor can be contacted via his dedicated course website where further course details and contact details can be found. www.tmpullen.org.uk/wea 



If you would like more information about other WEA courses, please contact 
WEA London and Southern Regions’ Support Centre.
You can now enrol and pay online. Go to: www.wea.org.uk
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The WEA is committed to equality of opportunity and inclusive learning.  
WEA London and Southern Regions' Support Centre

57 Riverside 2, Sir Thomas Longley Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 4DP

Tel:  01634 298600     Fax:   01634 298601     email:   london&southernrsc@wea.org.uk
The Workers' Educational Association is a charity registered in England and Wales (number 1112775) and in

 Scotland (number SC039239) and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (number 2806910)

