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Course Outline
This course outline describes what will be covered in your course. 
It also sets out what you should expect to learn. There will be an opportunity for course members to discuss the course content with the tutor.
	Course Title
	An Introduction to the Digital Camera

	Course ID
	C3731393
	Tutor
	Terry Pullen www.tmpullen.org.uk/wea 

	Start date
	11-01-12
	Day(s)/time(s)  
	Wednesday 2 – 4pm

	No. of sessions  
	10
	Hours per session   
	2 hrs
	Fees
	£79

	Venue:  Harrison Room, The Old Barn Hall, Church Road, Bookham Surrey KT23 3PQ


	Branch/Partner 
	Fetcham & Bookham WEA

	Branch/Partner contact details
	Mrs Joy Tapping Tel 01306 713355 email wea@fetchamandbookham.org.uk
Website address www.weafetchamandbookham.org.uk/

	Publicity Description    

	A course for those new to the digital camera. Understand and use the extensive array of settings and features offered by compact and DSLR cameras. Learn to manage your images including transfer, backup and basic image editing using a computer.


	Course Aims 

	This course aims to fully explore, explain and clarify, using plain English, the seemingly bewildering number of controls, settings and features found on all modern digital compact and DSLR cameras and in doing so help the user feel increasing comfortable and confident in making full use of their camera’s capabilities.

Unsurprisingly, when faced with so many confusingly named camera features, such as Tv, Av, Face Recognition, Macro, ISO, Wide Angle, Zoom, Scene Mode, JPG, RAW, Backup etc., often with no printed manual to help decode their meaning, the camera user can get confused, frustrated and even a bit despondent with their purchase.

This often results in the user using their camera in the ubiquitous ‘Fully Auto’ mode all the time. This is a great shame, because once the camera controls are fully explained in plain English and the particular effect demonstrated, the user becomes more confident and comfortable in using and exploring their camera in the other modes. This allows greater flexibility and control of the images captured. Fully Auto mode will give you so, so okay images most of the time but use and experience of the other semi auto and full manual modes will allow you to take control and get creative with your digital images. This course aims to encourage users to abandon the ‘Fully Auto’ setting and take control of the camera.
Capturing well exposed and composed images with your camera is only half the story.



	Taking digital photos inevitably means getting involved with the transfer and storage of your images to a desktop PC or laptop computer. The advantage of being able to capture many, many more photos than previously allowed by film has meant that computer hard drives start to fill up with hundreds or even thousands of images.
It is essential to be able to manage your images once transferred to a computer. Images need to be stored and organised in a manner that permits easy retrieval from hundreds of files.  What if your PC failed in some catastrophic way – what would become of your valuable image? This is why some ‘backup’ strategy, however simple, is essential.
Finally you will wish to use your images in creative and useful ways and this is where knowing how to manipulate images on your computer to improve their appearance and incorporate them into various other document types can be just as much fun as capturing the image originally. We will therefore explore all aspects of managing you digital images once your transfer them to your computer.


	Main Topics Covered

	The key topics covered, using minimal jargon, during this course are:-
· Brief introduction to how a digital camera works and differences to that of film;
· An explanation of digital image file types - .jpg, Raw files;

· Mega Pixels – what are they and are they important?;

· Typical camera settings and features, their purpose and use, including:-
· Fully Automatic Mode;

· Aperture and Shutter priority modes;

· Program Auto Exposure mode;

· Fully manual mode;

· Macro and Portrait modes;

· Scene mode use and selection;

· Exposure compensation;

· ISO number range and adjustment;

· Flash – auto, forced, off and ‘Red Eye’ reduction;

· Focus – Auto focus modes & Manual focus;
· Exposure modes – evaluative, centre weighted, spot etc;
· Capture of std and High Definition video from digital cameras of all types.

· The concept of Exposure and the ‘Exposure Triangle’;

· Lens focal lengths and their effect on ‘Depth of Field’ or zone of sharp focus;

· Image [jpg] size, quality, compression and resolution;

· RAW images – what are they, why they contain greater detail how to ‘develop’;

· Transfer of images to a PC – manual method using Windows® commands compared to use of modern affordable software [Photoshop Elements latest v9 on Amazon for ~ £59 early June 2011];


	· Digital Image management including:-

· Transfer of images from camera card to computer;

· Bulk and individual renaming of files to meaningful reference, e.g. change camera created file names such as P1010625.JPG or IMG_3844.JPG to Snowdonia_July_2010 etc ;

· Auto or manual creation of named top level and sub folders at time of image transfer;

· Add keywords, captions, metadata [file info e.g. time, date, camera model, exposure details etc], copyright status;

· Use ‘Face Recognition’ to automatically identify people in your images;

· Create collections of photos into albums;

· Find an individual image from your digital collection of hundreds [thousands] using one of any sophisticated yet simple to use search criteria;

· Sort and group images based on flexible criteria with auto update;

· Create ‘Stacks’ or ‘Version Sets’ of similar or the same image;

· Much, much more.

· Basic Image Editing using market leading, affordable software as:-
· Simple image cropping to recompose the image and/or remove unwanted content;

· Correction of exposure errors using dedicated tools and commands;

· Removal of colour casts to render colours acurately;

· Correct flaws and blemishes easily using dedicated retouching tools;

· Convert colour images to B&W, Sepia or other colour toning/tinting;

· Improve contrast and dynamic range to most images to make them standout;

· Add text, captions and borders to any image in a creative manner;

· Combine images in creative and interesting ways – montage, collage etc;

· Process RAW image files for maximum possible quality, retaining original fine details captured by the camera, but mostly discarded when jpg file format used.


	Pre-course preparation, reading, internet research etc.

	First locate and then read your camera manual, whether printed or an electronic pdf file on that CD in the bottom of the camera’s box. Note topics or interests that need clarification or explaining for raising with the tutor during the course. Acquaint yourself with the physical placement and layout of your camera’s control buttons, dials and switches on your camera. Explore your camera’s menu structure and scope on the rear screen, but don’t change any camera settings if unsure, particularly don’t ever change the ‘language’ setting from English. Think about and list what you would like to achieve from the course and with your camera, perhaps using the Macro mode to take better close up images of flowers or insects. Wanting to know how to through the background, of a portrait type image, out of focus and render it soft and ‘creamy’ so as not to detract from the portrait subject. How to set your camera up to take smaller jpg images in order to increase the camera card capacity or perhaps take RAW files for potentially better quality images.


	TITLE
	AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER

	The tutor will discuss suitable reading and reference material during the course.

	
	

	Essential costs/materials

	There are no essential extra costs directly associated with this course. However indirect costs might involve, if you are so motivated, to buy or upgrade your camera or it’s accessories or perhaps purchase the image management/editing software.  If you have mislaid your camera manual it is likely that a replacement can be purchased at a cost of ~£10 from a dedicated website. Your tutor will be pleased to discuss the purchase of such items with you directly. You can contact the course tutor before the course starts to raise any query, question or topic using this email address – wea_tutor@tmpullen.org.uk [note the need for the underscore _ between ‘wea’ and ‘tutor’].


	Entry Requirements/Level  

	First most you will need enthusiasm and an interest for the subject plus a sense of fun. A digital camera and manual would be useful although not essential. This is an introductory, Level 1 course for those completely new to or just considering the move to digital cameras, or perhaps moving up to a DSLR camera after using a compact. You do not need a digital camera to join this course, however if you are considering a purchase your tutor will be pleased to discuss available makes, models and costs etc. Similarly you do not need a laptop computer, however the tutor will make available a few WEA loaned laptops on which the image management and editing software can be used. This is not a photographic course in the sense that we will not be discussing subjects, composition, lighting, use of flash, controlling exposure etc in any depth. However some of these topics will be touched on by way of demonstrating certain camera settings and course members will be encouraged to practice using their camera with it optimised for certain image types.


	Qualification gained
	N/A

	Awarding Body
	N/A

	Teaching and learning methods used:-

	· A ‘light-hearted’ and hands-on approach to the subject matter will be adopted by the tutor;

· ‘On Screen’ Powerpoint presentation using a digital projector will be used to demonstrate the key topics using text, images and animated graphics to aid understanding;

· ‘On screen’ demonstrations, using a digital projector, of the features and capabilities of image management and editing software [based on Adobe Photoshop Elements v9] will be used;

· Practical demonstration of setting adjustments, and controls for different digital cameras ranging from simple basic compacts, through more capable ‘high end’ compacts, culmination in semi professional DSLR will be shown and discussed;




	The following teaching/learning methods will be used:- cont./
· Group discussion on pros and cons of various camera design features;
· Q&A sessions to establish an initial DTP approach / workflow for a given exercise;

· Help with learner’s own image production or camera use queries etc;

· Tutor email support during sessions to assist with any ‘project’ queries etc;

· Tutor supplied Session Notes for some session topics / projects etc;

· Taking images of a certain style, incorporating specific affects by making specific adjustment to camera settings and reviewing the results;

· Course members will be encouraged to experiment and adapt techniques for use with their own image capture projects – with tutor and fellow course member feedback provided if requested.


	Learning Outcomes

	By the end of the course learners will be able to:

1.  Demonstrate more confidence and familiarity in handling and making adjustments to camera settings and navigating on screen menus;

2.  Demonstrate how to reduce or increase image exposure, during capture, by making  appropriate adjustments using your camera’s ‘Exposure Compensation’ feature;

3.  Describe three key benefits associated with shooting images in RAW format; 

4.  Describe how to vary the ‘depth of field’ [zone of sharp focus] for both portrait and landscape style images using one or more of the ‘Exposure Triangle’ attributes.
.


	How do you know you are learning? 

	Learner’s will know if they are progressing from a combination of factors including:-

· Informal feedback from the tutor and other course members;
· The visual results from their own and in-session replication of DTP techniques;

· Opportunities for Q&A and group discussion on the various editing techniques and group critiques of the printed DTP project documents;

· From the results of specific ‘image capture’ projects for completion in between sessions;
· No ‘exams’ will be used to determine member progress and learning however the odd fun quiz cannot be ruled out.


	Suggested Further Study and Progression Routes

	The tutor will address the topic of further study and possible progress routes with course members toward the end of the course.


	Brief tutor profile  

	Your tutor is a retired electrical engineer with long standing interests in photography, computing and Desk Top Publishing. An early adopter of the ‘new’ digital cameras in the late 1990s your tutor left behind the earier years of developing and printing his own B&W images to fully embrace the new technology. Your tutor has taught a variety of WEA digital photography and image editing courses for the past five years at several WEA venues and can be contacted via his dedicated course website where further course details and contact details can be found. www.tmpullen.org.uk/wea  also email address – wea_tutor@tmpullen.org.uk [note the underscore _ between ‘wea’ and ‘tutor’].



If you would like more information about other WEA courses, please contact 
WEA London and Southern Regions’ Support Centre.
You can now enrol and pay online. Go to: www.wea.org.uk
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The WEA is committed to equality of opportunity and inclusive learning.  
WEA London and Southern Regions' Support Centre

57 Riverside 2, Sir Thomas Longley Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 4DP

Tel:  01634 298600     Fax:   01634 298601     email:   london&southernrsc@wea.org.uk
The Workers' Educational Association is a charity registered in England and Wales (number 1112775) and in

 Scotland (number SC039239) and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (number 2806910)

